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Who Needs SSB?

— using your FT-101 on 10m AM

an-pnwer ““channel-
ized” 10 meter activity
is certainly on the increase.
Most of it consists of
recrystalled (recycled?) CB
rigs operating between
288 to 294 MHz. So far,
the majority of these sta-
tions are using the AM
mode.

FT-107 owners may want
to try a little of this, too, as
an interesting diversion.
Turn the MODE switch to
AM, and adjust the CAR-
RIER control for 150 mA
plate current. Also, adjust
the MIC CAIN to the level

where your voice barely
kicks the plate current up-
ward. That’s what the
owner’'s manual says.

But, wait a minute.
Unless vyour FT-101 is
equipped with an AM filter
(“CB wversion”), you may
run into an interesting
nuisance., Assuming that
vour CLARIFIER is at the
OFF or ZERO position, if
you zero-beat the AM car-
rier in either the TUNE or
CW mode and then switch
back to AM, the AM sta-
tion’s audio will be
severely distorted due to
the SSB filter’s narrow

passband.
Or, if you instead leave
vour FT-101 in the AM

mode and tune for a peak
S-meter reading, you will
actually see two peaks
close together. That is
probably caused by filter
passband ripple. Which
peak do you tune for? Ac-
tually, either peak will
work. However, one of the
peaks will center your
signal better into the other
station’s (ex-CB rig)
somewhat broad i-f pass-
band. It can be confusing
to try to remember which
peak is which.

A Better Way

Instead, tune for a zero-
beat on the CW or TUNE
modes, with the CLARI-
FIER set at ZERO or OFF.
Now switch back to AM,
turn on the CLARIFIER,
and set the CLARIFIER to
minus one kHz. This is the
first mark to the right of the
CLARIFIER’s zero-center
mark. Setting up the
CLARIFIER like this for AM
s easier with the “B” or
“E” models because of the
separate ON-OFF switch.
After you do it this way a
couple of times, you will
see how it eliminates any
mental guesswork

Many CBers and their
lobbyists are hungrily
looking at “vast, seemingly
empty” ten meters. Maybe
they should listen a little
more—above 288 MHz
when the skip is in. That's
where some of the action
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1"l gladly answer in-
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| Feature Checklist

'The CONN

Radio Communications on All TRS-80’s
with or Without an Expansion Interface —

249%!

_| Direct connection between all TRS-80's (Level | 4K to Level I, 4BK) and the
telephone network without accoustic coupling,

_1 RS-232 input / output operates printers and other serlal interface devices.
L1 Accurate performance at 300 baud (Bell 103 compatable).

Sentry Crystals...

-
-
—

- AWork Of Art.

Why settle for an imitation?
Policemen, firemen, EM.S.

and private citizens all depend

on good, clear. communication.

world. Just call Sentry’s twll free
number (800-654-8850) and

you're in business with the crys-
tals you need to get the job done

That's why Sentry builds crystals
better than they have 10 be—
they're built to exceed Mil-Spec
standards. Sentry produces the
highest quality. gold-plated

right, the first time, in a very
short time. |

®
ﬁ,ﬂm\

Sentr

1 Connects o two-way radio equipment for computer communications “over |
the air”

| Supplied with software and documentation. Extensive optional software available
For more information or to order:

The Microperipheral Corp. » 338 crystals available.
P.O. Box 529 = Mercer Island, WA 98040 | '
(206) 454-3303 You don’t have to wait for a

TRS-80" is a registered trademark of Tandy Corp,

Sentry Crystal . . .
to come halfway around the

TMEONNECTION is a trademark of The Microperipheral Corp.

—

130 73 Magazine + July, 1980



