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Section 2—7104

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

PRELIMINARY OPERATION

To operate this instrument effectively, the user must
become familiar with the operation and capabilities of the
instrument. This section describes the use of front- and
rear-panel controls and connectors.

To avoid electric-shock hazard, see
Installation in the General Information
section of this manual before operating this
instrument.

REDUCTION OF DISPLAY GAIN
WITH DISPLAY OUTPUT CHARGE

It is a characteristic of the 7104 crt to have permanently
diminished display gain in the locations of sustained
trace operation. This gain reduction manifests itself as
reduced writing speed. The gain is diminished in
proportion to the logarithm of the charge output (current-
time product) from a given display area of the
microchannel plate image amplifier.

The limited viewing time system with its two panel
indicators, LIMITED VIEWING TIME and SHUTDOWN,
and its RESET pushbutton is included to enable long-
term use of the crt display by discouraging (1) high
continuous trace current operation and (2) long-term,
unattended trace-on operation:

For average display currents below 0.2 uyA the
vellow LIMITED VIEWING TIME indicator remains
off, and display shutdown does not occur. When
the average display current is 0.2 gA, the indicator
comes on and shutdown occurs in 20 minutes.
This time drops to two minutes for an average
display current of 2 4A. The average display current
is limited by feedback to the 2 yA value. (Single-
shot display current is not limited by this system.)

With this limited viewing time system, the user need
not be overly cautious about the intensity that is used for
the waveform display. However, the user will want to
consider the following:

1. If the display INTENSITY is operated below the
LIMITED VIEWING TIME threshold {0.2 uA current),
the gain loss per unit operating time will be small,
but the display will not be shut down when left for
extended unattended or unused times.

2. If the display INTENSITY is operated continuously
above the LIMITED VIEWING TIME threshold of 0.2
pA, the RESET pushbutton will have to be pressed
periodically. When however the display is used
such that the display current is reduced
momentarily below the 0.2 yA threshold before the
SHUTDOWN time is reached, the RESET function
occurs automatically.

The user can minimize gain loss by taking precautions in
three areas: (1) Readout intensity, (2) Trace baselines,
and (3) X-Y Displays.

1. Readout intensity

The fixed location, small area, and often fixed
pattern of the readout tends to aggravate the gain
loss in this area so it is advised that the readout
display intensity be kept low.

2. Trace baselines

There will, in time, be distinguishable gain loss in
the region of the trace baseline(s). Less severe gain
loss will result by using different baseline locations
rather than repeatedly using fixed locations for
these, such as the 0% line. Operating the timebase
in NORMAL trigger mode rather than AUTO trigger
mode (bright baseline) will reduce the trace
baseline gain loss by removing the trace in the
absence of a triggering signal.

3. X-Y displays

Operating in an X-Y mode often means more
concentrated display current and hence more
concentrated associated gain loss. The user will
want to take care that stationary spots or small
area displays are not allowed to be operated for
extended time periods.

PLUG-IN UNITS

The 7104 accepts up to four Tektronix 7000-series plug-
in units, allowing selection of bandwidth, sensitivity,
display mode, etc., and provides for future expansion of
the system.

The overall capabilities of the system are mainly
determined by the characteristics of the selected plug-
ins. Some typical combinations are given under
Applications, in this section, along with simplified set up
instructions. For information on other plug-in units, refer
to the current Tektronix Products catalog.
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INSTALLATION OF PLUG-IN UNITS

CAUTION

To prevent instrument damage plug-in units
should not be installed or removed without
first turning the instument power off.

To install a plug-in unit into a compartment, align the
slots in the top and bottom of the plug-in unit with the
associated guide rails in the plug-in compartment. Insert
the plug-in unit into the compartment until it locks into
place. To remove a plug-in unit, pull out on the release
latch to disengage the plug-in. To meet the EMC
(electromagnetic compatability) specifications, cover all
unused plug-in compartments with an EMC shielded
blank plug-in panel, Tektronix Part 016-0155-00.

The gain of the 7104 vertical and horizontal systems
have been normalized to allow plug-in units to be
interchanged among plug-in compartments without
adjustment of the system. The basic calibration of the
plug-in units should be checked when installed to verify
their accuracy (refer to the operating instructions in the
plug-in manual).

CONTROLS AND CONNECTORS

The 7104 front and rear panels are shown in Figure 2-1
and Figure 2-2. A brief, functional description of each
control and connector is included in the illustration. Refer
to Detailed Operating Information for additional
information.

FRONT-PANEL COLOR CODING

The 7104 front panel is color coded to define areas by
function. Blue identifies the display mode controls; green
identifies triggering controls.

Other colors such as gray, orange and yellow, have no
functional assignment, but indicate the relationship
among controls and/or connectors.

OPERATORS CHECKOUT
PROCEDURE

The Operators Checkout Procedure may be used to verify
proper operation of the front-panel controls and for
familiarization with the instrument. Only instrument
functions (not measurement quantities or specifications)
are checked in the procedure; therefore, a minimum
amount of test equipment is required. If performing the
Operators Checkout Procedure reveals improper
performance or instrument malfunction, check the
operation of associated equipment; then refer to qualified
service personnel for repair or adjustment of the
instrument.

TEST EQUIPMENT REQUIRED

The following test equipment was used in preparing the
Operators Checkout Procedure. Other test equipment
which meets these requirements may be substituted.
When other equipment is substituted, the control
settings or setup may need to be altered.

1. Function Generator

Description: Frequency range, 250 kilohertz to 1
megahertz; output amplitude, two volts peak-to-peak
into 50 ohms; waveform, sine wave.

Type Used: TEKTRONIX SG 503 (used with TM 500
power module).

2. Cables (2 Required)
Description: Length, 42 inches; connectors, bnc.

Type Used: Type RG-58/U, 560-ohm coaxial, Tektronix
Part 012-0057-01.

3. T Connector
Description: Connectors, bnc-to-bnec.

Type Used: Bnc-to-bnc connector, Tektronix Part
103-0030-00.

4. Adapter
Description: Connectors, bnc female-to-bnc female.

Type Used: Bnc female-to-bnc female, Tektronix Part
103-0028-00.

PRELIMINARY SETUP
1. Set the front-panel controls as follows:

A INTENSITY ..., counterclockwise

FOCUS ... i midrange

B INTENSITY .................. counterclockwise

READOUT ... i i e OFF

GRAT ILLUM .................. counterclockwise

POWER ... i it OFF-- .

CALIBRATOR ... a4 v

VERTICAL MODE .............ccciivin.t. LEFT

A TRIGGER SOURCE .............. VERT MODE

HORIZONTAL MODE..........ooiiiiiiiineent, A

VERT TRACE SEPARATION (B)......... midrange

B TRIGGER SOURCE .............. VERT MODE
@




2. Connect the 7104 to a power source that meets the
voltage and frequency requirements of this instrument. If
the available line voltage is outside the limits of the LINE
VOLTAGE SELECTOR switch setting (on rear panel), see
Operating Power Information under Installation (General
Information section).

3. Install Tektronix 7A-series amplifier units in the LEFT
VERT and RIGHT VERT compartments. Install Tektronix
7B-series time-base units in the A HORIZ and B HORIZ
compartments.

4. Press the POWER switch to the on (locked in) position.

5. Set both time-base units to 1 millisecond/division and
triggering to auto mode with ac coupling from the
internal source.

6. Rotate the A INTENSITY control until the trace is at a
desirable viewing level (near midrange).

7. Connect the CALIBRATOR output to the input of the
left amplifier unit with a 42-inch bnc cable.

8. Set the left amplifier deflection factor to display a
signal amplitude of 2 divisions on the crt.

9. Set the A horizontal time-base triggering for a stable
display.

DISPLAY FOCUS

10. Rotate the FOCUS and ASTIG controls and observe
the square-wave display. Notice that the thickness of the
trace varies. Set the FOCUS and ASTIG controls for a
well-defined trace.

TRACE ALIGNMENT

11. Disconnect the input signal. Using the left amplifier
position control align the trace with the center horizontal
graticule line. If necessary use the TRACE ROTATION
control to align the trace with the center graticule line.

GRATICULE ILLUMINATION

12. Rotate the GRAT ILLUM control throughout its range
and notice that the graticule lines are illuminated as the
control is turned clockwise.

CONTROL ILLUMINATION

13. Set the rear-panel CONTROL ILLUMINATION switch
to HIGH. Notice that the A INTENSITY indicator and the
lighted pushbutton switches are all illuminated. Sequen-
tially press all of the HORIZONTAL MODE switch positions
and notice the A and B INTENSITY lights; these lights indi-
cate which intensity control is active. Set the CONTROL
ILLUMINATION switch to the MEDIUM position. Observe
that the selected intensity indicator and the lighted push-
button switches on the plug-in units are dimmed.
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14. Set the rear-panel CONTROL ILLUMINATION switch
to the HIGH position. Return the HORIZONTAL MODE
switch to A.

VERTICAL DEFLECTION SYSTEM

15. Connect the 4 V CALIBRATOR output to the input
connectors of both amplifier units with two 42-inch bnc
cables and a bnc T connector. Set the deflection factor of
the left amplifier unit to display about 2 divisions of
signal on the crt.

16. Notice that the position control of only the left
amplifier unit affects the vertical position of the displayed
trace. Position the trace to the upper half of the graticule.

17. Set the VERTICAL MODE switch to RIGHT. Set the
deflection factor of the right amplifier unit to display
about 2 divisions of signal on the crt.

18. Notice that the position control of only the right
amplifier unit affects the vertical position of the displayed
trace. Position the trace to the lower half of the graticule.

19. Set the VERTICAL MODE switch to ALT. Two traces
should be displayed on the crt. The top trace is produced
by the left amplifier unit and the bottom trace is produced
by the right amplifier unit; the sweep for both traces is
produced by the A time-base unit. Set the sweep rate of
the A time-base unit to 50 milliseconds/division; notice
the display alternates between the left and right amplifier
plug-in units after each sweep. Turn the A time-base
sweep rate switch through its range; notice that the
display alternates between amplifier units at all sweep
rates.

20. Set the VERTICAL MODE switch to CHOP. Turn the A
time-base unit sweep rate switch throughout its range. A
dual-trace display will be presented at all sweep rates,
and both amplifier units are displayed by the A time-base
unit on a time-sharing basis. Set the A time-base unit
sweep rate switch to 0.5 millisecond/division.

21. Set the VERTICAL MODE switch to ADD. The display
should be four divisions in amplitude. Notice that the
position control of either amplifier unit moves the display.
Set the VERTICAL MODE switch to LEFT.

HORIZONTAL DEFLECTION SYSTEM

22. Position the start of the trace to the left graticule line
with the A time-base unit position control. Notice that the
position control of only the A time-base unit affects the
horizontal position of the displayed trace (not the position
of the B time-base unit).

23. Set the HORIZONTAL MODE switch to B.
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Figure 2-1. Front-panel controls, connectors and indicators.
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® ©@ 000 60 6 O

® 00 606 @6 606

Camera Power Connector (not labeled)—Three-pin
connector provides power for camera operation and
receives single sweep-reset signal.

BEAMFINDER—Switch when pressed compresses
and defocuses display within graticule area.

FOCUS—Control optimizes crt trace definition.

RESET-Switch when pressed initiates another cycle
of viewing time.

SHUTDOWN—Indicator to signal that crt display is off.

LIMITED VIEWING TIME—Indicator to signal that crt
display shutdown will occur.

B INTENSITY—Indicator illuminates when selected by
the HORIZONTAL MODE switch.

A INTENSITY —Indicator illuminates when selected by
the HORIZONTAL MODE switch.

A INTENSITY—Control to determine brightness of
trace produced by the plug-in unit installed in the A
HORIZ compartment.

B INTENSITY—Control to determine brightness of
trace produced by the plug-in unit installed in the B
HORIZ compartment.

B CONTRAST—Control varies brightness of
intensified portion of display.

READOUT INTENSITY—Control to determine
brightness of readout display. Disables Readout System
in countercolckwise detent position. Activates PULSE in
clockwise detent position.

READOUT PRESET—Adjustment (PULSED operation
only) sets PULSED readout intensity.

READOUT +GATE OR EXT—Switch to select either
+GATE or EXT actuation of the PULSED readout mode.

A OR B +SAWTOOTH—Switch to select A or B time-
base unit as source for +SAWTOOTH QUTPUT signal.

+SAWTOOTH-—-Connector to output signal derived
from the A or B time-base unit.

READOUT MAN—Switch when pressed actuates one
frame of readout display.

A OR B +GATE—Switch to select either A or B time-
base unit as source of +GATE output.

® ®OE® ®06®6 ®6 ® ® 6

®

+GATE—Connector to output positive-going gate signal
from the time-base unit in the A or B horizontal
compartment.

GRAT ILLUM—Control varies level of graticule
ilumination or activates PULSED GRAT ILLUM
functions.

SIG OUT—Connector to output signal derived from
vertical signal as selected by B TRIGGER SOURCE
switch.

GRAT {LLUM PRESET—Screwdriver adjustment to
vary level of graticule illumination in GRAT ILLUM
PULSED mode.

ASTIG—Screwdriver adjustment used in conjunction
with FOCUS control to obtain a well defined display.

GRAT ILLUM +GATE OR EXT—Switch to select
between +GATE or EXT actuation of graticule
illumination.

B TRIGGER SOURCE-—Switches select internal
trigger source for B HORIZ plug-in unit.

Ground (not labeled)—Binding post to establish
common ground between associated equipment.

GRAT ILLUM MAN-—Switch when pressed actuates
one graticule illumination.

VERT TRACE SEPARATION (B)—Control vertically
positions the B HORIZ trace with respect to the A HORIZ
trace (dual-sweep only).

TRACE ROTATION—Screwdriver adjustment to align
trace(s) with graticule lines.

HORIZONTAL MODE—Switches select input source
for horizontal deflection.

VERTICAL MODE—Switches select source of input
for vertical deflection.

POWER (Switch and Indicator}—Switch controls
power to instrument; indicator illuminates when power
is on.

CALIBRATOR—Switches select 4V, 0.4 V, and 40 mV
calibrated square-wave voltages at 1 kHz repetition rate
at connector output.

A TRIGGER SOURCE-—Switches select internal
trigger source for A HORIZ plug-in unit.

2314-39

Figure 2-1. Front-panel controls, connectors

and indicators (continued).
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PROBE POWER (2)—Connectors provide power to active probe system

A SINGLE SWEEP READY—Connector for output of single-sweep ready signal from time-base unit in A HORIZ compartment.

B SINGLE SWEEP READY—Connector for output of single-sweep ready signal from time-base unit in B HORIZ compartment.

SINGLE SWEEP RESET—Connector for input to externally reset single-sweep circuits in A HORIZ and B HORIZ compartments.

GRATICULE/READOUT SINGLE SHOT—Connector for input of single-shot graticule illumination and single-frame readout.

Z-AXIS INPUT—Connector for input to intensity modulate the displayed trace(s).

LINE VOLTAGE SELECTOR-—Switch to select either 115-volt or 230-volt nominal source.

CICICXOICIOIONC)

CONTROL ILLUMINATION—Three position switch sets illumination level of the A and B INTENSITY indicators, A and B
TRIGGER SOURCE switches and the lighted pushbutton switches on associated plug-in units. 2314-40

Figure 2-2. Rear-panel controls and connectors.
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24. Notice that the position control of only the B time-
base unit affects the horizontal position of the displayed
trace. Position the start of the trace to the left graticule
line with the B time-base unit position control.

25, Set the HORIZONTAL MODE switch to ALT. Two traces
should be presented on the crt. If the traces overlap,
adjust the VERT TRACE SEPARATION (B) control to
position one trace to the bottom of the graticule area.
Turn the sweep rate switches of both time-base units
throughout their range. Observe that each time-base unit
controls one of the traces independently of the other
time-base unit. Also notice that when one of the time-
base units is set to a slow sweep rate (below about 50
milliseconds/division), sweep alternation is evident {only
1 of the traces is presented on the crt at a time). Set the
sweep rates of both time-base units to 0.5
milliseconds/division. Rotate the A INTENSITY control;
notice that the intensity of the trace produced by the A
time-base unit changes. Likewise, the B INTENSITY
control changes the intensity of the trace produced by the
B time-base unit only. Return both intensity controls to
desirable levels.

26. Set the HORIZONTAL MODE switch to CHOP. Two
traces should be displayed on the crt in a manner similar
to that of the ALT display. Turn the sweep rate switches
of both time-base units throughout their ranges.

27. Set the CALIBRATOR switch to 0.4 V. Set the
VERTICAL MODE switch to CHOP. Four traces should be
displayed on the crt. If not, adjust the position controls of
the amplifier units and the VERT TRACE SEPARATION (B)
control to position the four traces into view. Set the
position controls of the plug-in units to identify which
trace is produced from each plug-in unit (if amplifier
units have the identify feature, it can be used to identify
the traces). Set the A time-base unit for a sweep rate of 1
millisecond/division. The left amplifier unit should be
displayed at the sweep rate of both time-base units.

28. Set the HORIZONTAL MODE switch to ALT. Observe
that the display is very similar to that obtained in the
previous sweep. The main difference in this display is
that the traces are now displayed alternately (noticeable
only at slow sweep rates).

29. Set the VERTICAL MODE switch to ALT. Set the
CALIBRATOR switch to 4 V. The trace produced by the
left amplifier unit should be displayed at the sweep rate
of the B time-base unit and the trace produced by the
right amplifier unit should be displayed at the A time-
base unit sweep rate. This feature is called independent-
pairs operation and is obtained only when the VERTICAL
MODE switch is in the ALT position, the HORIZONTAL
MODE switch is in either the ALT or the CHOP position,
and the time-base units are in the independent mode.

TRIGGERING

30. Set the VERTICAL MODE switch to LEFT and the
HORIZONTAL MODE switch to A. Center the display on

)
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the crt with the left amplifier unit position control.
Disconnect the input signal from the right amplifier unit
input connector. Sequentially select all of the VERTICAL
MODE switch positions. Notice that a stable display is
obtained for all positions of the VERTICAL MODE switch
(straight line in RIGHT switch position).

31. Set the A TRIGGER SOURCE switch to LEFT VERT.
Again, sequentially select all of the VERTICAL MODE
switch positions; notice that the display is again stable in
all positions, as in the previous step, and that the LEFT
VERT pushbutton is illuminated.

32. Set the A TRIGGER SOURCE switch to RIGHT VERT.
Sequentially select all of the VERTICAL MODE switch
positions and notice that a stable display cannot be
obtained in any position (this is because there is no input
signal connected to the right vertical unit) and that the
RIGHT VERT pushbutton is illuminated. Return the A
TRIGGER SOURCE switch to VERT MODE and notice that
it is illuminated.

33. The B TRIGGER SOURCE switch operates in a manner
similar to the A TRIGGER SOURCE switch when
the B time-base unit is selected to provide the display.
Set the B TRIGGER SOURCE switch to VERT MODE and
the VERTICAL MODE switch to ALT.

34. Set the HORIZONTAL MODE switch to ALT or CHOP.
Notice that this is the same display obtained in step 29
(independent-pairs operation).

READOUT

35. Turn the READOUT control clockwise until an
alphanumeric display is visible within the top or bottom
division of the crt. Change the deflection factor of the
amplifier unit that is selected for display. The appropriate
readout display should change as the deflection factor
is changed. Likewise, change the sweep rate of the
time-base unit which is selected for display; the readout
display for the time-base unit should change as the
sweep rate is changed.

36. Set the time-base unit for X10 magnification. Notice
that the readout display will change to indicate the
correct magnified sweep rate. If a readout-coded 10X
probe is available for use with the amplifier unit, install it
on the input connector of the right amplifier plug-in unit.
Notice that the deflection factor indicated by the readout
is increased by 10 times when probe is added. Return the
time-base unit to normal sweep operation and disconnect
the probe.

37. Sequentially select all of the VERTICAL MODE and
HORIZONTAL MODE switch positions. Notice that the
readout from a particular plug-in occupies a specific
location on the display area. If either of the vertical plug-
in units is a dual-trace unit, the readout for channel 2 is
displayed within the lower division of the crt. Return the
VERTICAL MODE switch to LEFT and the HORIZONTAL
MODE switch to A. Set the READOUT control to OFF.
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BEAMFINDER

38. Set the deflection factor of the left amplifier unit to
10 millivolts/division and the calibrator for a 4 V output.
Notice that the square-wave display is not visible, since
the deflection exceeds the scan area of the crt.

39. Press the BEAMFINDER pushbutton switch; notice
that the display is returned to the viewing area in
compressed form. Release the BEAMFINDER switch and
notice that the display again disappears from the viewing
area.

40. With the BEAMFINDER switch pushed in, increase
the amplifier-unit deflection factor until the display is
reduced to about 2 divisions vertically. Adjust the
position control of the displayed amplifier unit to position
the compressed display near the center of the graticule.
Release the BEAMFINDER switch and observe that the
display remains within the viewing area.

CALIBRATOR

41. Connect the CALIBRATOR output to both the left and
right vertical units with two bnc cables and a bnc T
connector. The display amplitude should be
approximately 2 divisions. If not, adjust the deflection
factor accordingly.

42. Select different CALIBRATOR pushbuttons (labeled
4V, 04 V, and 40 mV) and notice that the displayed
signal changes accordingly. (CALIBRATOR output must be
terminated into more than a 100-kilohm load for stated
output.) When the CALIBRATOR output is terminated into
50 ohms, the output is 0.1 times the stated output.

Z-AXIS INPUT

43. If an external signal is available (+2 volts peak-to-peak
minimum), the function of the Z-AXIS INPUT can be
demonstrated. Connect the external signal to both the
input connector of the displayed amplifier unit and the Z-
AXIS INPUT connector. Set the sweep rate of the
displayed time-base unit to display about 5 cycles of
signal. Set the amplitude of the signal generator until
intensity modulation is visible on the display (change the
amplifier unit deflection factor as necessary to produce
an on-screen display). The positive peaks of the
waveform should be blanked out and the negative peaks
intensified. Notice that the setting of the intensity
control determines the amount of intensity modulation
that is visible. Disconnect the cables.

INTENSITY LIMITING

44. Connect a sinewave signal to the input of the
displayed amplifier unit. Set the amplifier deflection
factor to display 8 divisions of signal. Set the displayed
time-base unit to display at least 20 cycles. Rotate the A
or B INTENSITY control clockwise and observe that the
vellow LIMITED VIEWING TIME light turns on and then
flashes on and off as the intensity control is rotated
further clockwise. With the LIMITED VIEWING TIME light
flashing, the intensity is limited. Rotating the intensity
control clockwise does not increase the displayed

brightness. Notice that after about two minutes the red
SHUTDOWN light starts flashing and then after about 10
seconds turns on steady; at the same time the crt display
is turned off. Press the RESET button and the display
should return.

DETAILED OPERATING
INFORMATION

GRATICULE

The graticule is marked on the inside of the crt faceplate,
providing accurate, parallax-free measurements. The
graticule is divided into eight vertical and ten horizontal
divisions. Each divison is a 0.85 centimeter square
divided into five minor divisions along each axis. The
vertical gain and horizontal timing of the plug-in units are
calibrated to the graticule so that accurate
measurements can be made from the crt. The
illumination of the graticule lines can be varied with the
GRAT ILLUM control.

Figure 2-3 shows the graticule and defines the various
measurement lines. The terminology defined here will be
used in all discussions involving measurements from the
graticule. The markings: 0%, 10%, 90%, and 100% on the
left side of the graticule are for accurate rise-time
measurements.

SECOND CENTER TENTH
VERTICAL VERTICAL VERTICAL
LIEFE LI{NE LINE
00 -
CENTER 1
HORIZONTAL {ttftttttt-t-H-HH--He
LINE B b

1675-7

Figure 2-3. Definition of graticule measurement lines.

GRATICULE ILLUMINATION

The GRAT ILLUM control varies the illumination of the
graticule lines. The GRAT ILLUM can also be operated in
the PULSED mode. With the GRAT ILLUM control set to
the PULSED detent position, and the + GATE/EXT switch
set to + GATE, the graticule will be illuminated
momentarily after the + GATE occurs. The + GATE




switch selects whether A gate or B gate triggers the
graticule illumination. With the GRAT ILLUM
+ GATE/EXT switch set to EXT the momentary graticule
illumination can be actuated by applying a remote signal
to the rear panel GRATICULE/READOUT SINGLE SHOT
connector (see Table 1-4 for specifications). When
operating in the PULSED mode, the level of illumination
is controlled by the GRAT ILLUM PRESET screwdriver
adjustment.

LIGHT FILTER

The tinted face-plate filter minimizes light reflections
from the face of the crt to improve contrast when viewing
the display under high-ambient-light conditions. This
filter may be removed for waveform photographs or for
viewing high-writing-rate displays. To remove the filter,
pull outward on the bottom of the plastic crt mask and
remove it from the crt bezel. Remove the tinted filter;
leave the clear plastic face-protector (implosion shield)
installed and replace the mask. The face-plate protector
should be left in place at all times to protect the crt face
from scratches and the operator from crt implosion.

Do not remove the clear plastic implosion
shield covering the crt face plate; the
implosion shield provides protection to the
operator from crt implosion.

An optional mesh filter is available from Tektronix
(included with Option 3). This filter provides shielding
against radiated EMI (electromagnetic interference)
from the face of the crt. It also serves as a light filter to
make the trace more visible under high-ambient

conditions. The mesh filter fits in place of the plastic
tinted filter. Order the filter by Tektronix Part 378-0603-00.

CONTROL ILLUMINATION

The CONTROL ILLUMINATION switch, located on the
rear panel, sets the illumination level of the A and B
INTENSITY indicators, the A and B TRIGGER SOURCE
switches, and of the lighted pushbutton switches on the
plug-in units. The positions available are OFF, MEDIUM,
and HIGH. The CONTROL I{LLUMINATION switch does
not affect the function-indicator lights (such as triggered
or single sweep ready lights).

INTENSITY CONTROLS

The A INTENSITY control determines the brightness of
the display produced by the plug-in unit installed in the A
HORIZ compartment. The B INTENSITY control
determines the brightness of the display produced by the
plug-in unit installed in the-B HORIZ compartment. The
READOUT intensity control affects the brightness of only
the readout portion of the crt display.
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Care should be taken when operating the
intensity controls. See: Reduction of Display
Gain with Display Output Charge in section 2.

DISPLAY FOCUS

This instrument contains an automatic-focusing circuit
which maintains optimum focus for all intensity settings
after a correct setting of the FOCUS control is
established. The easiest way to obtain the correct setting
of the FOCUS control is to set the READOUT INTENSITY
control so that the readout portion of the display is clearly
visible. Adjust the FOCUS control for the best definition
of the readout display.

ASTIGMATISM-FOCUS ADJUSTMENTS

If a well-defined display cannot be obtained with the
FOCUS control, set the ASTIG adjustment as follows:

NOTE

To check for proper setting of the ASTIG
adjustment, slowly turn the FOCUS control
through the optimum setting. If the ASTIG
adjustment s correctly set, the vertical and
horizontal portions of the display will focus at
the same position of the FOCUS control. This
setting of the ASTIG adjustment should be
correct for any display.

1. Install an amplifier unit in the LEFT VERT compartment
and a time-base unit in the A HORIZ compartment.

2. Set the VERTICAL MODE switch to LEFT and the
HORIZONTAL MODE switch to A.

3. Connect the output of a sine-wave generator to the
input of the amplifier unit. Set the sine-wave generator
repetition rate to 1 kilohertz and the vertical amplifier
deflection factor for a 2-division display.

4. Set the time-base unit sweep rate for 0.2 millisecond/
division and the triggering for a stable display. Set the
A INTENSITY control so the display is at a usable
intensity level (about midrange).

5. Turn the FOCUS control fully counterclockwise and set
the ASTIG adjustment to midrange.

6. Set the FOCUS control so the thickness of the sine-
wave trace is as thin as possible.

7. Adjust the ASTIG adjustment so the width of the sine-
wave trace is as thin as possible.

8. Repeat steps 6 and 7 for the best overall focus.
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BEAMFINDER
The BEAMFINDER helps to locate a display that
overscans the crt viewing area vertically and/or

horizontally. When the BEAMFINDER button is pressed,
the display is compressed and defocused within the
graticule area. To locate and reposition an overscanned
display, use the following procedure:

1. Press the BEAMFINDER pushbutton. While the display
is compressed adjust the vertical and horizontal position
controls to center the display. Change the vertical and
horizontal deflection factors until the vertical deflection is
about four divisions high and the horizontal deflection is
about six divisions wide (the horizontal deflection needs
to be reduced only when operating in an X-Y mode).

2. Release the BEAMFINDER pushbutton; the display
should remain within the graticule area.

TRACE ALIGNMENT

The TRACE ROTATION control allows the trace to be
aligned with the horizontal graticule lines. To set the
control, position the trace to the center horizontal line
and adjust the TRACE ROTATION control so that the
trace is parallel with the center horizontal graticule line.

READOUT DISPLAY

The Readout System provides an alphanumeric display of
information. on the crt along with the analog waveform
display. The information displayed by the Readout
System is obtained from the plug-in units installed in the
plug-in compartments.

The readout information from each channel of a plug-in
unit is called a word. Up to eight words of readout
information can be displayed on the crt (two channels
from each of the four plug-in compartments). The
location of each readout word is fixed and is directly
related to the plug-in unit and channel from which it
originated. Figure 2-4 shows the area of the graticule
where the readout from each plug-in unit and/or
channel is displayed. Notice that the readout from
channel 1 of each plug-in unit is displayed in the top
division of the graticule and the readout from channel 2
is displayed directly below in the bottom division of the
graticule. Usually, the readout information for plug in
units and/or channels, which are selected by the mode
switches, appear in the readout display. (Some special
purpose plug-in units may over-ride the mode switches
to display readout even though the compartment is not
selected for display.)

Readout ldentify

An “ldentify” feature is provided by the Readout System
to correlate the readout word with the originating plug-in
unit and channel (amplifier units only). When the
"identify” button of an amplifier unit is pressed, the word
IDENTIFY appears in the readout location allocated to
that plug-in and channel. Other readout words in the
display remain unchanged. When the “identify” button is
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Figure 2-4. Location of readout on the crt identifying the
originating plug-in and channel.

released, the readout display from this plug-in channel is
again displayed. Circuitry may also be provided in the
amplifier unit to produce a noticeable change in the
analog waveform display to identify the associated trace
when the “identify” button is pressed (see the plug-in
unit instruction manual for details).

Readout Intensity

The READOUT control determines the intensity of only
the readout portion of the display, independently of the
other traces. The Readout System is inoperative when
the READOUT control is in the fully counterclockwise
OFF position. This may be desirable when the top and
bottom divisions of the graticule are to be used for
waveform display or when the trace interruptions
necessary to display characters interfere with the
waveform display.

Readout Modes

The READOUT control determines the operating mode of
the Readout System. With the READOUT control set to
free run {out of OFF or PULSED detent positions) the
Readout System operates continuously, interrupting the
crt display at random (for about 20 microseconds) in
order to write each character on the crt. With the
READOUT control set to the PULSED position, the
Readout System operates in a triggered mode; one
complete frame (up to eight words) of readout is
displayed. The + GATE or EXT switch determines
whether readout is displayed at the end of the + GATE
or when an external signal is applied to the rear-panel
GRATICULE/READOUT SINGLE SHOT input. The + GATE
switch selects whether A gate or B gate triggers the
readout.
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One frame of readout information is also displayed each
time the READOUT MAN {manual) pushbutton is pressed.
The brightness of the readout display, when operating in
the PULSED mode, is set by the READOUT PRESET
control.

CARE OF CRT SCREEN

The following precautions will prolong the useful life of
the crt screen used in this instrument.

1. Use minimum beam intensity to produce a clear, well-
defined display.

2. Avoid repeated use of the same area of the screen. If a
particular waveform is to be displayed for a long period of
time, change the vertical position occasionally to use
other portions of the display area.

3. Use minimum READOUT INTENSITY to display the
readout. For more information see Reduction of Display
Gain with Display Output Charge in section 2.

VERTICAL AND HORIZONTAL MODE
COMBINATIONS

There are 20 possible combinations of VERTICAL MODE
and HORIZONTAL MODE switch settings. The total
possible number of display combinations is further
multiplied by the variety of plug-in units available for use
with this instrument, the interchangeability of plug-ins
(i.e., either an amplifier or a time-base unit can be
installed in any compartment), and by the capabilities of
the plug-in units which are used in the instrument (e.g.,
a dual-trace amplifier unit can be used in either of the
two single-channel modes, in the dual-trace mode or
algebraically-added mode; a delaying time base may be
used either for a sweep or for delayed sweep). Therefore,
it is difficult to list all of the display combinations which
can occur during use of the 7104 and available plug-in
units. Table 2-1 lists the combination of VERTICAL
MODE and HORIZONTAL MODE switch positions
available and the type of display obtained with each
combination.

Vertical Modes

When the LEFT or RIGHT button of the VERTICAL MODE
switch is pressed, only the signal from the plug-in unit in
the selected compartment is displayed.

Aternate Mode. The ALT position of the VERTICAL
MODE switch produces a display which alternates
between the LEFT VERT and RIGHT VERT compartments
with each sweep of the crt. Although the ALT mode can
be used at all sweep rates, the CHOP mode provides a
more satisfactory display at sweep rates below 20
milliseconds/division. At these slower sweep rates,
alternate-mode switching becomes perceptible.

Alternate Mode displays have three types of triggering
available. When the A and B TRIGGER SOURCE switches
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TABLE 2-1
Display Combinations'
Vertical | Horizontal

Mode Mode Comments

LEFT AorB One trace. Vertical deflection
from single unit; horizontal
deflection from single unit.

ALT or Two traces. Vertical deflection
CHOP from single unit; horizontal
deflection from both units.
ALT AorB Two traces. Vertical deflection
from both units; horizontal
deflection from single unit.
ALT or Two traces. Vertical deflection
CHOP from both units; horizontal
deflection from both units.

ADD AorB One trace. Vertical deflection
shows algebraic summation of
signals from both units;
horizontal deflection from
single unit.

ALT or Two traces. Vertical deflection

CHOP shows algebraic summation of
signals from both units;
horizontal deflection from both
horizontal compartments.

CHOP AorB Two traces. Vertical deflection
shows signals from both units;
horizontal deflection from
single unit.

ALT or Four traces. Vertical deflection

CHOP shows signals from both units;
horizontal deflection from both
units.

RIGHT AorB One trace. Vertical deflection
shows signal from single unit;
horizontal deflection from
single unit.

ALT or Two traces. Vertical deflection

CHOP shows signal from single unit;
horizontal deflection from
both units.

Combinations given for single-channel vertical and horizontal units
only.
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are set to the VERT MODE positions, each sweep is
triggered by the signal being displayed on the crt. This
provides a stable display of two unrelated signals, but
does not indicate the time relationship between the
signals. In either the LEFT VERT or RIGHT VERT positions
of the TRIGGER SOURCE switches, the two signals are
displayed showing true time relationship. However, if the
signals are not time related, the display from the plug-in
that is not providing a trigger signal will be unstable on
the crt. The TRIGGER SOURCE switches are illuminated
indicating the source of the trigger signal.

When the ALT VERTICAL MODE position is selected and
either the ALT or CHOP button of the HORIZONTAL
MODE switch is selected, the instrument operates in the
independent-pairs mode. Under this condition, the signal
from the LEFT VERT unit is always displayed at the
sweep rate of the B HORIZ time-base unit, and the signal
from the RIGHT VERT unit is displayed at the sweep rate
of the A HORIZ time-base unit (non-delayed sweep only).
This results in two displays that are completely
independent as to vertical deflection and sweep rate. This
display is equivalent to the display obtainable with a
dual-beam oscilloscope for most repetitive-display
combinations.

In independent-pairs mode with the A and B TRIGGER
SOURCE switches set to VERT MODE the A time base
receives a trigger from the right vertical, and the B time
base receives a trigger from the left vertical. This is
indicated by the illuminated trigger pushbuttons.

If a delayed-sweep operation is used with this mode, a
different sequence is displayed. First, the LEFT VERT unit
signal is displayed at the sweep rate of the A HORIZ
time-base unit (delaying sweep) and then at the sweep
rate of the B HORIZ time-base unit (delayed sweep). The
vertical display then shifts to the RIGHT VERT unit and its
signal is displayed consecutively at the delaying and
delayed sweep rates.

Chopped Mode. The CHOP position of the VERTICAL
MODE switch produces a display which is electronically
switched between channels at about a one-megahertz
rate. In general, the CHOP mode provides the best display
at sweep rates slower than about 20 milliseconds/
division or whenever dual-trace, single-shot phenomena
are to be displayed. At faster sweep rates the chopped
switching becomes apparent and may interfere with the
display.

When the A or B TRIGGER SOURCE switches are set to
VERT MODE, the time-base units are triggered from the
left vertical plug-in trigger signal. The LEFT VERT or
RIGHT VERT trigger-source positions provide trigger
signals to the time-base units from the selected vertical
unit only. The trigger source is indicated by the
iluminated TRIGGER SOURCE pushbuttons. This allows
two time-related signals to be displayed showing true-
time relationship. (If the signals are not time-related, the
display from the channel that is not providing the trigger
signal will appear unstable.)
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The CHOP mode can be used to compare two single-shot,
transient, or random signals that occur within the time
interval determined by the time-base unit {ten times
selected sweep rate). To provide correct triggering, the
displayed signal which provides the trigger signal must
precede the second display in time. Since the signals
show true-time relationship, time-difference
measurements can be made from the display.

Algebraic Addition. The ADD position of the
VERTICAL MODE switch can be used (1) to display the
sum or difference of two signals, (2) for common-mode
rejection to remove an undesired signal, or (3) for dc
offset (applying a dc voltage to one channel to offset the
dc component of a signal on the other channel). The
common-mode rejection ratio between the vertical plug-
in compartments is at least 160:1 from dc to 100
megahertz. The rejection ratio decreases to 80:1 from
100 megahertz to 1 gigahertz. The overall deflection on
the crtin the ADD mode is the algebraic sum of the signals
from the vertical plug-in units. It is difficult to determine
the voltage amplitude of the resultant display uniess the
amplitude of the signal applied to one of the plug-ins is
known. This is particularly true when the vertical units
are set to different deflection factors, since it is not
obvious which portion of the display results from the
signal applied to a given plug-in unit. The polarity and
repetition rate of the applied signals will also affect the
ADD display.

The following precautions should be observed when
using the ADD mode.

1. Do not exceed the input-voltage ratings of the plug-in
units.

2. Do not apply large signals to the plug-in inputs. A good
rule is not to apply a signal of more than about eight
times the vertical deflection factor. Larger voltages may
result in a distorted display.

3. To ensure the greatest dynamic range in the ADD
mode, set the position controls of the plug-in units to a
setting which would result in a mid-screen display if
viewed in the LEFT or RIGHT positions of the VERTICAL
MODE switch.

4. For familiar response from each channel, use identical
plug-ins and set the plug-in units for the same type of
input coupling mode.

Horizontal Modes

When either the A or B button of the HORIZONTAL
MODE switch is pressed, the signal is displayed at the
sweep rate of the selected time-base unit. Set the
applicable INTENSITY control and TRIGGER SOURCE
switch for the desired display.

Alternate Mode. The ALT position of the HORIZONTAL
MODE switch provides crt sweeps derived alternately




from the two time-base units. Although the ALT
horizontal mode can be used at all sweep rates, the
CHOP mode provides a more satisfactory display at
sweep rates below about 20 milliseconds/division. At
slower sweep rates, the switching between the
alternate-mode traces becomes apparent and may
interfere with correct analysis of the display.

NOTE

This instrument will not operate in the ALT
position of the HORIZONTAL MODE switch if
either horizontal plug-in compartment is left
vacant.

The A and B INTENSITY controls allow individual
adjustment of the traces produced by the time-base units
in the A HORIZ and B HORIZ compartments. Correct
triggering of both time-base units is essential in
obtaining the correct display in the ALT horizontal mode.
If either of the time-base units does not receive a correct
trigger, and therefore does not produce a sweep, the
other unit cannot produce a sweep either. This means
that one time-base unit cannot begin its sweep until the
previous unit has completed its entire display. This can
be avoided if the time-base units are set for auto-mode
triggering (sweep free runs if not correctly triggered). See
Trigger Source for operation of the A and B TRIGGER
SOURCE switches. Also, see Vertical Trace Separation
for information on positioning the B HORIZ display when
in the ALT dual-sweep mode.

Chopped Mode. When the CHOP button of the
HORIZONTAL MODE switch is pressed, the display is
electronically switched between the two time-base units
at about a 200-kilohertz rate. In general, the CHOP
horizontal mode provides the best display when either of
the time-base units is set to a sweep rate lower than
about 20 milliseconds/division. It also provides the best
display when the two time-base units are set to widely
differing sweep rates. In the CHOP horizontal mode,
equal time segments are displayed from each of the time-
base units. This provides a display which does not
change greatly, in intensity, as the sweep rate of either
time-base unit is reduced (in contrast to ALT horizontal
mode operation where the slowest trace tends to be the
brightest).

The A and B INTENSITY controls allow individual
adjustment of the intensity of the traces produced by the
time-base wunits in the A HORIZ and B HORIZ
compartments. Triggering is not as critical in the CHOP
horizontal mode as in ALT; if one of the units is not
triggered properly, only the trace from the untriggered
time-base unit is missing from the display. The other
trace is presented in the normal manner. See Trigger
Source and Vertical Trace Separation for information on
positioning the trace produced by the B HORIZ unit in
relation to the trace from the A HORIZ unit.

VERTICAL TRACE SEPARATION

When one of the dual-sweep horizontal modes is
selected, the VERT TRACE SEPARATION (B) control
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allows the trace produced by the B HORIZ sweep to be
positioned above or below the trace produced by the A
HORIZ sweep. To use the control, first position the trace
produced by the A HORIZ plug-in unit. Then adjust the
VERT TRACE SEPARATION (B) control to move the trace
produced by the B HORIZ plug-in unit away from the A
HORIZ display. If both waveforms are larger than four
divisions in amplitude, the displays can only be
positioned so they do not directly overlap since each
waveform cannot be positioned to a unique area of the
crt.

TRIGGER SOURCE

The A and B TRIGGER SOURCE switches select the
internal trigger signals for the A HORIZ and B HORIZ
time-base units. For most applications, these switches
can be left in the VERT MODE position. This position is
the most convenient since the internal trigger signal is
automatically switched as the VERTICAL MODE switch is
changed or as the display is electronically switched
between the LEFT VERT and RIGHT VERT plug-ins, in the
ALT position of the VERTICAL MODE switch. It also
provides a usable trigger signal in the ADD position of
the VERTICAL MODE switch, since the internal trigger
signal in these modes is the algebraic sum of the signals
applied to the vertical plug-in units. In the CHOP position
the left vertical plug-in is the trigger source. Therefore,
the VERT MODE position ensures that the time-base
units receive a trigger signal regardless of the VERTICAL
MODE switch setting without the need to change the
trigger source selection. The A and B TRIGGER SOURCE
switches are illuminated and indicate the source of the
trigger.

If correct triggering for the desired display is not obtained
in the VERT MODE position, the trigger source for either
the A HORIZ or B HORIZ time-base unit can be changed
to obtain the trigger signal from either the LEFT VERT or
RIGHT VERT plug-in. The internal trigger signal is
obtained from the selected vertical compartment whether
the plug-in in that compartment is selected for display on
the crt or not. If the internal trigger signal is obtained
from one of the vertical units but the other vertical unit is
selected for display, the internal signal must be time-
related to the display signal in order to obtain a triggered
(stable) display.

CALIBRATOR OUTPUT

The CALIBRATOR provides a convenient signal for
checking basic vertical gain and sweep timing. The
CALIBRATOR signal is also very useful for adjusting probe
compensation as described in probe instruction manuals.
In addition, the CALIBRATOR can be used as a convenient
signal source for application to external equipment.

Voltage

The CALIBRATOR provides accurate output voltages of
40 millivolts, 0.4 volt, and 4 volts into high impedance
loads. In addition, it provides 4 millivolts, 40 millivolts,
and 0.4 volt into 50-ohm loads.
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Current

The optional current loop accessory provides a 40-
mitliampere output current (the CALIBRATOR must be
set for a 4 volt output), which can be used to check and
calibrate current-measuring probe systems. The current
signal is obtained by clipping the probe around the
current loop.

Repetition Rate

The repetition rate of the CALIBRATOR is 1 kilohertz. The
calibrator circuit uses frequency-stable components to
maintain accurate frequency and a constant duty factor.
Thus, the CALIBRATOR can be used for checking the
basic sweep timing of time-base units (1-kilohertz rate
only}.

Wave Shape

The square-wave output signal of the CALIBRATOR can
be used as a reference wave shape when checking or
adjusting the compensation of passive, high-resistance
probes. The square-wave output from the CALIBRATOR
has a flat top; any distortion in the displayed waveform is
due to the probe compensation.

SIGNAL OUTPUTS
+ Sawtooth Out

The + SAWTOOTH OUT connector provides a positive-
going sawtooth signal derived from the time-base unit
installed in the A HORIZ compartment or from the time-
base unit installed in the B HORIZ compartment.

The front-panel A or B + SAWTOOTH switch determines
whether the A HORIZ or the B HORIZ compartment is the
source of the + SAWTOOTH output signal. The unit of
time for the sawtooth output is determined by the setting
of the time-base-unit Time/Division switch. Refer to
Table 1-4, in the General Information section, for signal
parameters.

+ Gate Out

The + GATE OUT connector provides a positive-going
rectangular pulse which is derived from a time-base unit
installed in either horizontal plug-in compartment. The A
or B + GATE switch selects the source of the + GATE
signal from the time-base unit installed in the A HORIZ
compartment or the B HORIZ compartment. The duration
of the + GATE signal is the same as the duration of the
respective unmagnified sweep. The amplitude of the
+ GATE OUT signal is about 0.5 volt into 50 ohms or
about 10 volts into 1 megohm.

Signal Out

The SIG OUT connector provides a sample of the vertical
deflection signal. The source of the output signal is
determined by the B TRIGGER SOURCE switch. In the
VERT MODE position of the B TRIGGER SOURCE switch,
the output signal is determined by the setting of the
VERTICAL MODE switch. The output signal in the LEFT
and RIGHT positions of the VERTICAL MODE switch is
obtained only from the selected vertical unit. In the ALT
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position of the VERTICAL MODE switch, the output signal
at the SIG OUT connector switches between signals from
the two vertical units, along with the crt display.
However, the vertical output signal in the ADD position is
a composite signal. In the CHOP position the signal out is
derived from the LEFT vertical plug-in. The LEFT VERT
and RIGHT VERT positions of the B TRIGGER SOURCE
switch are independent of the selection of the VERTICAL
MODE switch and provide the vertical output signal only
from the selected vertical unit even when it is not
selected for display by the VERTICAL MODE switch.

Probe Power

The two PROBE POWER connectors on the rear pane! of
this instrument provide operating power for active probe
systems. It is not recommemded that these connectors be
used as a power source for applications other than the
compatible probes or other accessories which are
specifically designed for use with this system.

DISPLAY PHOTOGRAPHY

A permanent record of the crt display can be obtained
with an oscilloscope camera system. The instruction
manual for the Tektronix oscilloscope cameras include
complete instructions for obtaining waveform
photographs.

The crt bezel provides integral mounting for Tektronix
oscilloscope cameras. The three pins located on the left
side of the crt bezel connect power to compatible camera
systems. Control signals are also received from Tektronix
automatic cameras to allow camera-controlled single-
shot photography (see camera manual for further
information).

If the readout portion of the display is to be included on

- waveform photographs, the following suggestions will

aid in obtaining good photographs.

1. Focus the crt display. Focus the camera on the readout
portion of the crt display. The auto-focus feature of this
instrument will maintain the traces at optimum focus.

2. Set the READOUT INTENSITY contro! for the minimum
setting that allows the characters to be written. This
normally occurs at a slightly lower intensity level than is
necessary for complete writing of the waveform display.
Some experimentation may be necessary to establish the
correct level. Too high a setting of the READOUT
INTENSITY control will result in a broad, poorly defined
photograph of the readout display.

3. If single-shot photography is used, set the READOUT
and GRAT ILLUM controls to the PULSED position (see
Readout Display and Graticule lllumination for complete
operating information). Then, the readout display and
graticule illumination occurs in a single-shot manner
after the trace is complete (be sure the camera shutter
remains open at least 0.5 second after the sweep is
completed to photograph the entire readout and
graticule).
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INTENSITY MODULATION

Intensity (Z-axis) modulation can be used to relate a third
item of electrical phenomena to the vertical (Y-axis) and
the horizontal (X-axis) coordinates without affecting the
waveshape of the displayed signal. This is accomplished
by changing the intensity of the displayed waveform to
provide a “gray scale” display.

The voltage amplitude required for visible trace
modulation depends on the setting of the A and B
INTENSITY controls. A two-volt peak-to-peak signal will
completely blank the display even at maximum intensity
levels; lower amplitude signals can be used to change
only the relative trace brightness. Negative-going signals
increase the display intensity and positive-going signals
decrease the display intensity. Refer to Table 1-4 in the
General Information section for specifications on Z-axis
signal requirements.

Time markers applied to the Z-AXIS INPUT connector
provide a direct time reference on the display. With
uncalibrated horizontal sweep or X-Y mode operation, the
time markers provide a means of reading time directly

~ from the display. If the markers are not time-related to

the display waveform, use a singlesweep display.

REMOTE INPUT SIGNALS

The signal source requirements to operate the remote
input functions on the rear panel can be either active
{(pulse generator, logic circuit, etc.) or passive (switch or
relay). Refer to Table 1-4, in the General Information
section for specific parameters on each input.

Remote Single Sweep Reset

An external single-sweep-reset signal can be applied to
time-base units installed in the horizontal plug-in
compartments through the rear-panel SINGLE SWEEP
RESET input connector. This remote reset function is a
duplication of the manually-operated single-sweep reset
function (pushbutton) located on the front panel of the
7B-series time-base units. The signal source for the
external single-sweep reset function can be either active
(pulse generator, logic circuit, etc.) or passive (switch or
relay).

A and B SINGLE SWEEP READY outputs are provided for
external indicators. The indicators signify that the time-
base unit has been reset, and is ready to present a single
sweep when the next trigger pulse arrives. Refer to Table
1-4, in the General Information section of this manual,
for signal parameters.

Remote Graticule and Readout Single Shot

The GRATICULE/READOUT SINGLE SHOT bnc connector
{located on the rear panel) allows an external signal to
actuate one frame of readout information and one
momentary illumination of the graticule when the
READOUT INTENSITY and GRAT ILLUM controls are set
to PULSED, and the + GATE/EXT pushbuttons for
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READOUT and GRAT ILLUM are set to EXT. The signal
source can be either active (pulse generator, logic circuit,
etc.) or passive (switch or relay). Refer to Table 1-4, in the
General Information section of this manual, for input
requirements.

APPLICATIONS

The 7104 Oscilloscope and associated plug-in units
provide a flexible measurement system. The capabilities
of the overall system depend mainly upon the plug-in
units selected for use with this instrument. Specific
applications for the individual plug-in units are described
in the plug-in unit instruction manual. The overall system
can also be used for many applications which are not
described in detail, either in this manual or in the
manuals for the individual plug-in units. Contact your
Tektronix Field Office or representative for assistance in
making specific measurements with this instrument.

The following books describe oscilloscope measurement
techniques which can be adapted for use with this
instrument.

John D. Lenk, Handbook of Oscilloscopes, Theory and
Application, Prentice-Hall Inc., Englewood Cliffs, New
Jersey, 1968.

J. Czech, Oscilloscope Measuring Techniques, Springer-
Verlag, New York, 1965.

J. F. Golding, Measuring Oscilloscopes, Transatlantic
Arts, Inc., 1971.

Charles H. Roth, Jr., Use of the Oscilloscope,
programmed text, Prentice-Hall, Inc.,, Englewood Cliffs,
New Jersey, 1970.

VERTICAL AMPLIFIER PLUG-IN UNITS

All 7A-series plug-in units (except the 7A21N unit) can
be used with the 7104. Bandwidth and sensitivity ranges
should be taken into consideration when selecting
amplifier plug-in units.

Single-Trace

Any single-channel amplifier will display a signal, with
the sweep provided by any 7B-series time-base plug-in.
This combination leaves two unused compartments
available for other special purpose units. Blank plug-in
panels are available to cover any unfilled plug-in
compartments.

Dual-Trace

A dual-channel amplifier in either vertical compartment
can display two separate signals with the other vertical
compartment free for other uses.
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Three-Trace

A dual-channel amplifier can be used with any single-
channel amplifier to display three separate signals. If two
time-base plug-in units are used in the horizontal
compartments, two signals can be displayed at one

sweep rate while the other signal is displayed at the-

other sweep rate.

Four-Trace

Two dual-channel amplifiers can display four separate
signals. If one time-base unit is used, all four signals will
be displayed at the same sweep rate.

TIME-BASE PLUG-IN UNITS

The 7104 is compatible with time-base units of the 7B10,
7B15, 7870, 7B80 and 7B90 series. Sweep rates and
triggering ranges should be taken into consideration
when selecting time-base plug-in units.

To obtain a delayed sweep display, a delaying time-base
unit must be installed in the A HORIZ compartment and a
delayed time-base unit installed in the B HORIZ
compartment. A delayed-sweep display can also be
obtained with one horizontal compartment if a dual time-
base unit is used. This leaves the other horizontal
compartment available for other plug-in units as
suggested later in this section.

NOTE

The 7B50-series time-base units are not
recommended for use with this instrument,
because they require a longer delay line than
is used in the 7104. Therefore, the triggering
event may not appear on the display.

SAMPLING DISPLAYS

Sampling-system plug-in units for the 7000-series
oscilloscopes provide displays of fast-changing signals
that cannot be examined using any other method. For
example, sampling systems available for the 7104 can
resolve repetitive signals having less than 10 millivolts of
peak amplitude and occurring in less than 1 nanosecond.

The technique used for sampling is very similar in
principle to the use of stroboscopic light to study fast
motion. Samples of successive waveforms are taken,
amplified by a relatively low-bandwidth amplifier, and
then displayed on the crt as a replica of the sampled
waveforms.

Three sampling systems are available at this time for the
7104: (1) the 7S12, which provides time-domain-
reflectometry displays and general-purpose sampling
measurements, (2) the. 7S11/7T11 system and (3) the
7514, a dual-channel vertical sampling system, including
main and delayed sweep functions. See the Tektronix
Products catalog to determine the characteristics of
individual units mentioned and of additional units made
available after this manual is published.
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Single-Trace Sampling

A single-trace sampling display requires either a double-
width 7S12 (which includes a time-base), or the 7511
sampling unit and the 7T11 sampling sweep unit. Direct
interconnections between the 7511 and the 7T11 require
these units to be adjacent, with the 7511 in the RIGHT
VERT compartment and the 7T11 in the A HORIZ
compartment. If either the 7S12 or the 7514 is used, it
must be located in the middle two compartments to make
proper connections with the 7104.

Dual-Trace Sampling

Two 7S11’s can be used with a single sampling time-
base unit for time-related displays of two signals. Direct
interconnections from the LEFT VERT 7S11 pass through
the RIGHT VERT 7S11 to reach the A HORIZ time-base
unit.

The 7514 is a dual-channel sampling unit with delaying
sweep capabiity. It must be used in the middle two plug-
in compartments.

Dual-trace sampling displays can also be made by a 7512
in the middle two compartments and a 7S11 in the LEFT
VERT compartment. In this application, the 7S12 supplies
the time-base for both traces.

X-Y Sampling

One 7S11 inserted in the RIGHT VERT compartment and
one in the adjacent A HORIZ compartment automatically
share a 50 kilohertz free-running strobe condition
specified for X-Y displays. The 7514 has an X-Y operation
incorporated as one of its normal mode functions.

SPECIAL PURPOSE PLUG-IN UNITS

The variety of special-purpose plug-in units available
allows the 7104 Oscilloscope to be used for many
specialized applications. The following is a brief
discussion of some of the available special-purpose plug-
in units.

Digital Counters and Multimeter Plug-In Units

The digital-multimeter plug-in units measure current,
voltage, temperature and resistance; digital-frequency
counter plug-in units measure frequency, from dc to
above 500 megahertz. These units make use of the
readout system to display the measured information on
the crt and can function in any compartment, in
combination with each other or with any other plug-in
units available for use with the 7104 Oscilloscope
system.

The ability of digital readout plug-in units to operate with
other plug-in units makes it possible to process and
monitor signals at the same time the digital
measurement is being made. For example, by locating a
frequency counter in one of the vertical compartments
and an amplifier unit in the other vertical compartment,
the crt can display the trigger waveform, superimposed
on the displayed signal, to indicate the actual triggering




point. Or, if the counter is placed in a horizontal
compartment, a low amplitude signal can be applied to a
vertical amplifier and amplified before it is internally
routed by the TRIGGER SOURCE switches to the counter
trigger circuit. This allows the unit to be used on signals
too small to trigger other counters.

Readout Access Plug-In Unit

The 7M13 READOUT plug-in unit provides front-panel
keyboard operation for convenient access to the crt
readout characters. This allows information, such as
dates and identifying nomenclature, to be displayed on
the crt with the normal crt display. This capability is
particularly useful when making photographs.

Transistor Curve-Tracer Plug-In Units

The 7000-series transistor curve-tracer plug-in checks
small signal transistors and diodes by producing a display
showing the basic characteristic curves for the device
being tested. Stepped sweep signals from an internal
power supply are applied to the device under test. The
resulting output signals are, in turn, applied to the
horizontal and vertical deflection systems of the
oscilloscope to plot a family of characteristic curves. This
plot can be used to check for damaged transistors and
diodes, or to select for special or matched characteristics
and to calculate gain, leakage, breakdown voltage, etc.

Spectrum Analyzer Plug-In Units

The 7000-series spectrum analyzer plug-in units display
signal amplitudes dispersed over portions of the rf
spectrum. Absolute signal energy is plotted on the
vertical axis against frequency on the horizontal axis.
Applications include waveform and distortion analysis,
EMC and random noise measurements, filter design,
spectrum surveillance, etc.

X-Y OPERATION

In some applications, it is desirable to display one signal
versus another (X-Y) rather than against time (interval
sweep). The flexibility of the amplifier plug-in units
available for use with the 7104 provide the means of
applying external signals to the horizontal-deflection
system.

Installation of a 7A-series amplifier plug-in unit in one of
the horizontal and one of the vertical compartments
provides X-Y operation. Using the 7104 in the X-Y mode
can only be accomplished in conjunction with a
horizontal time-base unit. When an amplifier is installed
in a horizontal plug-in compartment, the control of the Z-
axis is switched to the one remaining horizontal
compartment as is indicated by the A or B intensity
control indicator lights. This is independent of the
HORIZONTAL MODE switch setting. The time base will
control the Z-axis and should be internally triggered on
the Y portion of the X-Y display. By varying the
time/division switch, the Z-axis is duty cycled and a
window can be selected during which the Z-axis is
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turned on. By operating the instrument in a horizontal
alternating mode (X-Y display, Y-T display) the optimum
sweep speed is easily selected. For typical X-Y displays
the spot velocity is unpredictable. For such displays a dc
driven Z-axis produces displays with very nonuniform
brightness levels. A display may consist of a very dim
transition between two bright spots. In fact in some
cases the transition may not be seen at all since there
may be enough screen current in the bright spots to
activate the intensity limiter. If the time base turns on the
Z-axis only during the transition a uniform brightness
display can be obtained. The high horizontal bandwidth in
conjunction with Z-axis control by a time base allows
observation of very fast transitions in X-Y displays. With
Option 2, a horizontal delay line is added to the
instrument permitting signal phase correction between
the vertical and horizontal deflection systems. Some
vertical plug-in units have a variable delay function that
permits precise phase correction. For further information,
refer to the horizontal specifications in this manual and
to the individual instruction manuals for the amplifier
units.

Some of the 7B-series time-base units can be operated
as amplifiers in addition to their normal uses as time-
base generators. This feature allows an external signal to
provide the horizontal deflection to the crt. For most of
the time-base units with the amplifier function, the X
(horizontal) deflection signal can be connected either to
an external input connector on the time-base unit, or it
can be routed to the time-base unit through the internal
triggering system (see time-base instruction manual for
details). If the latter method is used the A and B
TRIGGER SOURCE switches must be set so that the X
(horizontal) deflection signal is obtained from one of the
vertical amplifier units and Y (vertical) deflection signal is
obtained from the other vertical unit. The attenuator
switch on the amplifier unit can provide the horizontal
with a preconditioned signal, compatible with the
horizontal deflection factor. Also, plug-in units need not
be moved from one compartment to another to change
from X-Y operation to other modes of operation.

RASTER DISPLAYS

A raster-type display can be used effectively to increase
the apparent sweep length. For this type of display, the
trace is deflected both vertically and horizontally by
sawtooth signals. This is accomplished in the 7104 by
installing a 7B-series time-base unit in one of the vertical
plug-in compartments. Normally, the time-base unit in
the vertical compartment should be set at a slower
sweep rate than the time-base unit in the horizontal
compartment; the number of horizontal traces in the
raster depends upon the ratio between the two rates.

Information can be displayed on the raster using several
different methods. In the ADD position of the VERTICAL
MODE switch, the signal from an amplifier unit can be
algebraically added to the vertical waveform. With this
method, the vertical signal amplitude on the crt should
not exceed the distance between the horizontal lines of
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the raster. Another method of displaying information on
the raster is to use the Z-AXIS INPUT to provide intensity
modulation for the display. This type of raster display
could be used to provide a television-type display.
Complete information on operation using the Z-axis
feature is given under Intensity Modulation.
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To provide a stable raster display, both time-base units
must be correctly triggered. Internal triggering is not
provided for the time-base units when they are in the
vertical compartments; external triggering must be used.
Also, blanking is not provided from the time-base units
when they are installed in a vertical compartment.




